American National Government
Research Design 


Overview: The research paper is at the heart of scholarly work in any scientific discipline. Research papers are not simply making an argument, but attempting to explain something about the world. Research papers include a research question, theory, literature review, research design, and a findings section. For this assignment, you will need to construct your own research question that poses a relationship between two variables. Your theory should answer this question by offering a logical reasoning as to why one would affect another. You will also need to include a literature review that discusses relevant scholarly work on the topic. Finally, you will construct a research design where you discuss how you could test your theoretical argument. You will not have to collect or run any data, but you should discuss how you could test your theory (given unlimited time and resources). 
Topic: You may choose any topic within the units covered throughout the course. It should be a relatively specific research question that can be tested. 
Length: At least four full pages (not including works cited page).
Outside sources: At least five peer-reviewed, scholarly citations

Topic examples:
What is the relationship between gerrymandering and polarization in the House?
What is the relationship between presidential approval and legislative success?
What is the relationship between education and candidate preference?
What is the relationship between partisan control and state behavior (on a particular policy)?
What is the relationship between media consumption and evaluation of government performance?
What is the relationship between political knowledge and political behavior? 


· Paper Outline
· Introduction/Theory section
· Offer general background information on topic
· Assume little knowledge by readers  
· Discuss research question
· Discuss theoretical argument
· WHY does one thing affect another? 
· Literature review
· Find at least five relevant, peer-reviewed (scholarly) articles
· JSTOR/Googlescholar/EBSCOHOST
· BIG point
· Don’t simply summarize individually
· Place them in conversation with one another 
· How do they agree? How do they differ? 
· Research Design
· Discuss how you would test your theory
· Unlimited resources
· Use your imagination! 
· What’s your unit of analysis?
· WHO/WHAT are you studying (individuals, states, nations, etc.) 
· What data/information would you need to conduct an analysis? 
· Be specific 
